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Technical Terms



Genre Conventions No 1
Genre

Masthead

Page sizePage size

Popular

Red-tops at left with 
sans serif text

TabloidTabloid

Example of a Front Page



Genre Conventions No 1
Genre

Masthead

Page sizePage size

Mid-market

Across page (Old 
English or serif or sans 
serif)

Tabloid or broadsheet; 
broadsheets have 
ad(s) on front page

Tabloid or broadsheet; 
broadsheets have 
ad(s) on front page

Example of a Front Page



Genre Conventions No 1
Genre

Masthead

Page sizePage size

Quality

Across page (serif or 
Old English)

Tabloid (compact), 
Berliner or 
broadsheet; 
broadsheets/Berliner 
have ad(s) on front 
page

Tabloid (compact), 
Berliner or 
broadsheet; 
broadsheets/Berliner 
have ad(s) on front 
page

Example of a Front Page



Genre Conventions No 1
Genre Popular Mid-market Quality

Masthead
Red-tops at left with 
sans serif text

Across page (Old 
English or serif or sans 
serif)

Across page (serif or 
Old English)

Page size

Tabloid Tabloid or broadsheet; 
broadsheets have 
ad(s) on front page

Tabloid (compact), 
Berliner or 
broadsheet; 
broadsheets/Berliner 
have ad(s) on front 
page

Example



Genre Conventions No 2
Genre Popular Mid-market Quality

Front page

1-2 stories with 
screamer sans serif 
headline &/or large 
photo(s); puffs to right 
of masthead

1-3 stories with 
screamer serif 
headline  &/or large 
photo(s); puffs to 
above &/or below 
masthead

Text dominates (exc. 
Scotsman, i newspaper); 
headlines in serif (exc. 
Herald)

Front page 
body 

One sentence 
paragraphs; kicker in 
bold

One sentence 
paragraphs; kicker in 
bold

Long sentences in 
paragraphs of more 
than one sentence

Tone
Fun, sensational, 
titillating, indignant, 
human interest

Indignant, serious, 
human/public interest

Serious, public interest



Language Popular vs. Quality
Popular newspapers

• Stories treated using a personal,
individual framework i.e. everything
in the world can be understood in the
ways that we understand our lives in
families, with friends or at work

• Informal language used and reflects
how we speak in the private sphere

• Simple language used with shorter
paragraphs (one sentence per
paragraph in popular press);

• Popular culture references

• Puns, alliteration, nicknames, metaphor

Quality newspapers

• Stories treated using a public,
institutional framework which is
separate from the private domain

• Formal language used and reflects
how one speaks and writes in the
public sphere

• Complex language use

• High culture references

• Metaphor



The Sun/Tabloid Use of English
• Language will reflect editorial line and/or angle

• Headlines often use present tense to connote immediacy; stories will
use past tense

• Generally active rather than passive voice (i.e. "Man bites dog" rather than
"The dog was bitten by the man")

• Figures of speech: puns, alliteration, onomatopoeia, personification

• Metaphors: POLITICS is WAR, PAEDOPHILES are BEASTS

• Wandering 'we' – may mean 'We British', 'We ordinary people'

• News story structure: headline + lead paragraph (the 5Ws)+
explanation (missing Ws & how) + amplification + wrap up (resolution/
enigma) (allows easy sub-edit)





Present 
Tense?

Past 
Tense?

Active 
Voice?

Figures of 
Speech?

Metaphor?

Bonus Points for 
casual racism?

This is not Tasmina 
Ahmed Sheikh.

:-/



The Sun/Tabloid
Representation

Stereotyping

• Women as sex objects
• National stereotypes
• Immigrants as scroungers

'Us' v 'Them'

• 'Us' (Britain/UK, the West, ordinary people, the community)
• 'Them' (Europe, terrorists, authority/toffs, criminals)



Notorious Sun Headlines

Supporting 'our lads' in the 1982 
Falklands conflict

1990: Murdoch consistently 
opposes European Community 

because it opposes expansion of 
his media empire



Union power at The Sun in 1984

What was to be published What was published 14 May 1984



Witty Headlines

2000 3rd May 2011



Made up stories

13 March 1986 9th December 2010



Made up stories

25 November 2014



F.A. Cup Semi-Final

Liverpool vs
Nottingham Forest

Hillsborough
Football Ground,

Sheffield

Hillsborough
15 April 1989



F.A. Cup Semi-Final

Liverpool vs
Nottingham Forest

Hillsborough
Football Ground,

Sheffield

Hillsborough
15 April 1989

4 days later…



The Sun: 19th April 1989
THE TRUTH

Some fans picked 
pockets of victims 

Some fans urinated on 
the brave cops 

Some fans beat up PC 
giving kiss of life



Lies about Hillsborough

Lies printed about Liverpool fans at 
Hillsborough disaster 15 April 1989. The 
Sun is still despised by many in Liverpool.

Apology: 23 years later



Political support from newspapers



Newspaper Circulation Figures (MARCH 2015)

Title

Daily Mirror

Daily Record

Daily Star

The Sun (includes The 
Scottish Sun)

Daily Express

Daily Mail

The Daily Telegraph

Financial Times

The Guardian

i

The Independent

The Times

Cover

!

Avg circ

897,786

200,127

424,453

1,858,067

445,245

1,626,322

479,290

213,423

174,941

273,853

58,751

390,962

% change 
year on 

year
-6.74

-10.22

-10.91

-10.23

-8.81

-4.78

-8.37

-7.40

-9.46

-6.47

-8.07

-0.88

UK/
Scotland

Politics (#GE2015) 
Main (+Secondary)

Comments

The Daily Record have seen their sales drop as 
the SNP has risen in prominence in Scotland.

The Scottish Sun supported SNP, The Sun (in 
Rest of the UK) attacked the SNP

The Daily Express, and owner Richard Desmond, 
are UKIP’s largest backers.

The Daily Mail is predicted to overtake The Sun’s 
circulation figures in 2016.

The Guardian returned to supporting Labour in 
2015 (It supported the LibDems in GE2010)

The Independent (and i) declared for the Tories. 
They had claimed to be neutral before the 1997 
election, then supported Lab/LibdDems. Since 
being bought by the Lebedevs in 2010 they have 
become more right-wing.

The Independent (and i) declared for the Tories. 
They had claimed to be neutral before the 1997 
election, then supported Lab/LibdDems. Since 
being bought by the Lebedevs in 2010 they have 
become more right-wing.



Political bias
1992 General 

Election 

Labour are widely 
expected to win after 

13 years of 
Conservative 
Governments

They lost



Political bias

The Sun headlines 11 and 13 April 1992

1992 General 
Election 

Labour are widely 
expected to win after 

13 years of 
Conservative 
Governments

They lost



Shifting political support
The Scottish Sun changed its support
for the SNP when it looked like they
were likely to win Scottish elections.

The then First Minister,Alec Salmond
met Murdoch and they exchanged
emails. Salmond claimed he was
lobbying for Scottish jobs at Sky.

Salmond's courting of Murdoch's
power follows the pattern of UK
PM's:Thatcher, Blair and Cameron.

2007

2011



Politicians and The Sun

David Cameron, Boris Johnson, Nigel Farage and Ed 
Miliband pictured with a copy of The Sun prior to 

England's campaign in the 2014 World Cup. 

Ed Miliband was widely criticised by Labour 
supporters especially in Liverpool.



The Sun and The Scottish Sun

27 November 2013: Sometimes front pages are very different in
The Scottish Sun and The Sun



The Sun and The Scottish Sun

28 November 2014



The Sun and The Scottish Sun



Pro-SNP Anti-SNP



BTW: It’s not just The Sun!

16 September 2014

The Scottish edition
of the Daily Mail

carries a front page
plea to the people of

Scotland…

Meanwhile, the
English edition is

saying this:



BTW: It’s not just The Sun!

16 September 2014

The Scottish edition
of the Daily Mail

carries a front page
plea to the people of

Scotland…

Meanwhile, the
English edition is

saying this:



Page 3

“Page 3 is the
equivalent of a

Gregg’s sausage roll”
Ruth Whippman

Writer and humorist

DISCUSS



'Monstering' of Clare Short

In 2004 Labour MP
Clare Short criticised
The Sun saying she

wanted to:

"…take the
pornography out of

our press …

"I'd love to ban it. It
degrades women and

our country."



Titillating celebrity stories

2004 2011



Royal stories

23 January 2005 23 July 2012



The Sun vs. snobs

21 September 2012 21 November 2014 28 November 2014


